








  Felix Mendelssohn Bartholdy – Six Sonatas the for Organ | Stefan Kießling

  Licensed for




Felix Mendelssohn Bartholdy – Six Sonatas the for Organ | Stefan Kießling




How does this e-book work?


You will find music, text, pictures and videos in this book. While you listen to the music, you can read the text and view the pictures. Tap on a number or title to skip and start and stop the music. If individual pieces of music are discussed within the text, you can also tap on the title of the piece of music there to listen to it immediately.
 Depending on which e-book reader you are using, you may have several other options: Tap an image twice to view it in full size. For videos, you will find a button that also allows you to play the video in full size.

I wish you much pleasure with Felix Mendelssohn Bartholdy!

Yours Stefan Kießling.



Felix Mendelssohn Bartholdy

1809–1847

Six Sonatas for the Organ Op. 65







		Sonata No. 1 f Minor

	1	Allegro moderato e serioso       

	2	Adagio                           

	3	Andante. Recitativo              

	4	Allegro assai vivace             


	 


		Sonata No. 2 c Minor

	5	Grave                            

	6	Adagio                           

	7	Allegro maestoso e vivace        

	8	Fuga. Allegro moderato           


	 


		Sonata No. 3 A Major

	9	Con moto maestoso                

	10	Andante tranquillo            


	 


		Sonata No. 4 B Major

	11	Allegro con brio               

	12	Andante religioso              

	13	Allegretto                     

	14	Allegro maestoso e vivace      


	 


		Sonata No. 5 D Major

	15	Andante                        

	16	Andante con moto               

	17	Allegro maestoso               


	 


		Sonata No. 6 d Minor

	18	Choral with Variations         

	19	Fuga. Sostenuto e legato       

	20	Finale. Andante                





Click on the titles in the programme or in the text to skip to a piece.






Recorded at the Friedrich Ladegast organ of St. Johanniskirche Wernigerode.


The composer and his works






Title page of the original edition, Publisher Breitkopf & Härtel, 1845.


From today’s perspective, the six sonatas for organ by Felix Mendelssohn Bartholdy surpass everything that was written for the organ in Germany in the first half of the 19th century. How could this occur?

In the Protestant areas of northern and central Germany, the importance of the organ in church services and the role of the organist in churches and schools had changed since the days of Dieterich Buxtehude and Johann Sebastian Bach. Pietism and the Enlightenment were hostile to the artistic performance of music, since the sermon with its liturgical function of preaching was not to be overshadowed. The more the organ was reduced to the role of accompanist and the leader of congregational singing (which in turn proceeded at a pedantic pace) the more it became separated from the former music of the cantor and the school choirs, which soon had no more demanding tasks in the service and, so, disappeared. The organ played no role in the music which we now call Viennese Classicism that flourished in the Catholic south of the German-speaking world. Mozart and Beethoven, who worked as episcopal organists in the early years of their careers in Salzburg and Bonn respectively, left no sonatas for their official instrument. While during Mendelssohn’s lifetime, Beethoven’s symphonies marked the triumphal entrance of the bourgeois concert in the big cities as a new form of event, the organ no longer had any part in the canon of sacred works of the recent past. The fact that there were travelling virtuosos, who shone in concerts with improvisations and compositions commissioned for them personally, only confirms that sophisticated organ music had increasingly become a circus curiosity. The spectrum ranges from Wilhelm Friedemann Bach (1710-1784), in whose concerts the artistry of his father was once again revived, to the striking nature and battle paintings of the unmodern avant-gardist Abbé Vogler (1749-1814).




Felix Mendelssohn Bartholdy, painting by Eduard Magnus, 1846 Berlin State Library - Prussian Cultural Heritage.


Felix Mendelssohn grew up in Berlin in an environment in which the music of Johann Sebastian Bach was never entirely silent in private, and where the compositions that emerged from the 18th-century Frederician court orchestra were continuously cultivated. In the churches stood very good instruments built by Joachim Wagner (1690-1749), his successors Marx and Buchholz, in St. Nikolai even by Arp Schnitger (1648-1719), whom Mendelssohn had visited with his teacher Carl Friedrich Zelter (1758-1832).

In the new teacher training seminars, teachers had standardised training for the first time, and were also taught basic musical skills for service in the church. Furthermore, organs were installed in every last village church, providing vocalisation for simple chorale preludes and for the powerful accompaniment of the singing congregation.


Ekkehard Krüger, English translation: Sonja Pitsker





End of the Reading Sample


You are welcome to purchase the complete ebook with complete tracks and text as well as additional pictures, organ disposition and videos. Please click here:
 To the shop on
www.stefan-kiessling.de
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